
Campaign to Protect Offshore Nova Scotia (CPONS) 
 A project of the South Shore Chapter of the Council of Canadians 

 

CPONS seeks to ensure that Nova Scotians have a far greater voice in 
decisions regarding developments in our offshore waters. 
 
These waters are a critical part of the province’s biosphere. They are the 
nursery of a sustainable fishery, the main attraction for our tourism 
industry, and the lifeblood for thousands of Nova Scotians who live and 
work along this coastline. 
 
The Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB), the 
federal/provincial agency that licenses and regulates oil industry activity 
offshore, is currently dominated by oil industry veterans. The agency 
recently approved licenses for Shell Oil and Norway’s Statoil to drill 
exploratory oil wells adjacent to the province’s most important fishing 
grounds in a fragile marine environment.  
 
Many see these decisions as unwise and argue that the conditions 
imposed by the Board do not adequately reflect the risks involved.  We do 
not believe a body dominated by the oil industry can impartially assess 
what is an acceptable risk to our marine ecology and to traditional 
industries that contribute billions of dollars every year to our 
communities. We are also concerned by the lack of informed public 
involvement in the Board’s decisions.  
 
We believe it is time to replace the CNSOPB with a more impartial and 
representative agency. Independent experts and representatives of the 
communities most affected making up the majority of its membership. 
 
In addition to a more democratic CNSOPB, our Campaign is calling for: 

 mandatory public hearings with independent expert witnesses and 
funded public-interest legal representation; 

 transparent decision-making and reporting by the agency; 
 stronger in-house research capacity; and, 
 a moratorium on oil drilling in all zones of critical importance to 

marine ecosystems and a sustainable fishery. 
 

Please visit and “Like Us” at www.facebook.com/ProtectOffshoreNS/  

To get involved, receive CPONS news, or request copies of our petition or 
research paper, contact us at southshore.cpons@gmail.com 
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