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A brief overview of the Chemicals Management Plan (CMP) was presented from 
the creation of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act of 1988 and the first 
priority substances list developed in 1989 up to the year 2006 when the first 
phase of the Chemicals Management Plan was launched to assess some 4300 
diverse chemicals in the period from 2006 to 2020.This meeting concentrated on 
the rollout of Phase lll of the CMP in which some 1500 chemicals will be 
evaluated. 
 
There is a current concentration on public outreach to engage Canadians more 
broadly and stakeholders more specifically. This includes research to understand 
Canadians information needs, informing and engaging Canadians so they can 
take action. There's also interest in educating key influencers as well as leverage 
and partnerships to reach vulnerable populations. 
 
Canada is a leader in chemicals management, and as such participates in the 
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM). During 
open discussion a number of ENGO representatives, including myself, raised the 
issue of the ever increasing number of chemicals in commerce and questioned 
the redundant number of products being sold. People suggested that questions 
should be asked regarding whether all of these products are in fact needed and 
whether the specific chemicals in use are needed (especially those that are most 
toxic). 
 
I raised the question as to whether any discussion was taking place 
internationally on reduction of global chemical production, in light of the fact that 
in 2011, the OECD projected that global chemical production would double by 
2050. In further private discussion it was clear to me that this discussion is not 
taking place. I requested of Jake Sanderson that he begin the discussions at the 
high-level international meetings that he attends regularly. He confirmed that he 
would begin to do so in an informal capacity, given that as yet there is no formal 
platform to consider the subject. 
 
I was encouraged to see it that for the first time ever the term Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity (MCS) appeared on the slide deck of one of the presentations. 
For at least three decades I have been advocating here in Canada and at 
international meetings for MCS to be added to the list of vulnerable populations. 
The subject was discussed in an afternoon breakout section on Vulnerable 
Populations in which I participated. It is important that this group (MCS) be 



 

 

known, acknowledged, and understood as they truly are the canaries in regard to 
the subject of chemical exposure and resulting illness. Understanding of MCS is 
a primary way of comprehending the effects of the total load concept and how 
the overall burden of exposures leads to an overarching increase in a broad 
range of diseases. 
 
Throughout the presentations and discussions, it was clear that strong consumer 
demand is driving some industries to begin producing some less toxic products. 
Consumers are seeking more information on the products they use and have a 
need for quick access to information. There is an identified need for public 
education on reducing chemical exposures and reducing environmental 
footprints. There is an awareness and concern among Canadians of the 
presence of chemicals in the food supply and food additives, etc. 
Canadians are also concerned about the impact of climate change and 
chemicals. 
 
Notes from the six break-out sessions will be circulated by health Canada. These 
points will inform our future discussions within the CNHHE. 
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