
 Welcome Back to Eco Connections!!  
NSEN Updates:  

Welcome to the October issue 
of Eco Connections. Many 
years ago, a Mi’kmaq Elder 
described standing for the 
environment as “speaking for 
those who cannot speak for 
themselves”. This Elder was 
referring to those species, 
lands and waters upon which 
we depend, and yet do not 
pay proper respect to. Our 

waters have been trying to 
communicate to us how sick 
they are by globally throwing 
thousands of dying fish and 
starfish up on the shores 
where we can see them. Our 
lands have been indicating 
changes in climate by the 
dying of some species of trees 
and the emergence of others 
in unexpected areas. The 
species that live on these 
lands and waters have been 
demonstrating unprecedented 
species loss, disease and 

change in migration patterns.  
In political policy and 
rhetoric, we are sometimes 
hard pressed to find 
discussion of these 
indicators which, in the end, 
will have greater impact on 
our economy than any other 
single factor. The ability to 
put that voice forward is 
linked to political policy. 

The Nova Scotia 
Environmental Network has 
stood strong when many 
other networks collapsed or 
diminished under the loss of 
federal core funding under 
the national RCEN.  This has 
not been easy, but we 
believe in the strength of 
connecting those who share 
common concerns and 
engage in the hard work of 
making a difference in 
environmental protection 

connections 

 

 

 

NSEN Changes! 
• • • 

We’ve also made a few 

changes at NSEN. Please 

note our new phone 

number 1 902 800 2591. 

Messages left at this 

number will go directly to 

the email address of the 

Executive Director where 

they can be heard, so we 

can respond in a more 

timely manner. Stay tuned 

for upcoming events from 

our own NSEN. 
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“There is an opportunity to pay attention to the 
voice of those who cannot speak for themselves.” 



and preservation. In the 
formation of the next 
government, there is an 
opportunity to pay attention 
to the voice of those who 
cannot speak for themselves. 
The continuing work of NSEN 
member groups to highlight 
issues, work together to 
influence government policy, 
and give voice to our passion 

about our environment needs 
your support. When your 
membership renewal arrives, 
please contribute the valuable 
work we do. Press your 
political representatives to 
restore core funding to NSEN, 
start a Caucus on an issue you 
care about, send us highlights 
of your work so we can 
profile them in our newsletter, 

or join the board to increase 
our strength. Next issue, look 
for us to bring you exciting 
information about what is 
next for NSEN, and what 
some of our member groups 
are achieving.  

  

 

  

Member News 
Fracking and pregnancy: what you need to know 

Expectant mothers living near natural gas fracking wells are 40% more likely to go into labour 
prematurely. In addition to this there was also a 30% increased incidence of high risk pregnancies 
among this sample.  

The finding comes in a new study by Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
published in the journal Epidemiology which examines the health of Pennsylvania residents both 
near to and far from gas fracking operations. 

To view the full report please visit http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/33206-premature-birth-
and-problem-pregnancies-near-fracking-wells 

 

The Nova Scotia Government released a newsletter, which provides an update on boundaries, 
access and use of the Medway Lakes Wilderness Area. To view the full newsletter please visit 
http://novascotia.ca/parksandprotectedareas/plan/progress.   

 

 

 

 

NSEN is working on an important project on water governance. We want to include 
your community experiences in our research. To share your story, please write to us at 
nsenvironmentalnetwork@gmail.com, and be sure to put Water Story in the subject 
line! 



Upcoming Member Events 
The Natural Step Framework for Sustainability - Level 1 training  

What: A one-day workshop that allows you to apply the main concepts of sustainability by 
working through a hands-on case study. Using the Natural Step’s “Framework for Strategic 
Sustainable Development,” you will learn skills to better understand the planning and managing 
of sustainability initiatives   

For more information please visit: http://www.naturalstep.ca/level-1-sustainability-course-
moncton-nb#sthash.TnA7AUFt.dpuf 

 
When: October 15 

Where: Moncton 

 

Earth Matters Environmental Education Conference 

What: This conference is the largest environmental education conference that Canada has seen in 
many years. The conversation is focused on environmental education for a sustainable future. 
The keynote speaker for the conference is Wade Davis, anthropologist, National Geographic 
Explorer-in-Residence, and author of over 15 books, including the best-selling 'The Serpent and 
the Rainbow.” 

For more information please visit: 
https://secure.abcee.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=73&noFullMsg=true 

When: October 15-17 

Where: Canmore, Alberta  

 

Field Leader – Hiking Course 

What: This course will teach you the skills to organize and lead others in a one-day, educational 
or recreational experience in a natural environment. It’s a two-day course that is taught by 
Outdoor Council of Canada certified instructors. The cost is $100, or $90 for current paid Hike NS 
members.  

For more information, please visit http://www.hikenovascotia.ca/projects/leadership-hiking-
course/. 

 When: October 17-18 

Where:  Rotary Park, Wolfville 

 



 

Re-Connecting with Nature Workshop 

What: This one-day workshop will teach you the skills to improve your ability to lead and share 
an appreciation and understanding of nature with children and youth. You can expect to 
improve you leadership skills, gain activity ideas, network with others who share similar 
interests and have fun in nature. This workshop is being offered by the Nova Scotia Department 
of Health and Wellness with support from Halifax Recreation. 

The cost is $50, or $40 for members of Hike NS. A $25 subsidy is available for parents not 
associated with an organization and for volunteer leaders. Registration includes a one-year Hike 
NS membership. 

For more information please visit: www.hikenovascotia.ca. 

When: October 17 

Where: Halifax  

 

Doing Social Responsibility the Co-Operative Way 

What: Free public lecture by Catherine Ludgate, MMCCU. Catherine Ludgate joined Vancity in 
2006, at the time, the first community activist added to the community banking team. A lifelong 
co-operator and social justice activist, Catherine is responsible for anti-poverty work, including 
the implementation of the Living Wage and advocating to other employers to join Vancity in the 
campaign. 

For more information contact Professor Larry Haiven at 902-240-2782, larry.haiven@smu.ca 

When: Tuesday, October 20 at 5 p.m.  

Where: Saint Mary's University, Loyola 283 

 

 

 



Job Postings 

Remember to check out more jobs in the environmental sector at Goodwork Greenjobs at 
http://www.goodwork.ca/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


