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One of the strong components of this meeting was the research undertaken by EKOS, a Canadian social 

and economic research company tasked to assess the nature of the growing need for Canadians to 

understand more about chemical exposures and the products they use. In the interest of brevity, I am 

concentrating my comments on this agenda item. 

 

EKOS undertook research online and through focus groups to access information from Canadians who are 

18 years and older. They focussed particularly on children six years and under and were eager to share 

their findings with stakeholders. Some of the findings are as follows: 

- There are regional differences in terms of concerns. 

- Breathing problems/asthma and cancer are highest in general concern. 

- Canadians feel it is expensive to make better choices. 

- People feel overwhelmed from too much information. They want to take action for their family and the 

environment but they can barely figure out where to begin. 

-Trust of information is paramount; 43% indicated lack of confidence, 38% thought the information was 

not practical and 36% feel that information is confusing or to technical. 

-People want practical guidance about what to buy.  

- Individuals want safer products that are easy to find. 

- YouTube it's becoming a good and accessible source of information on chemicals and products. 

- People believe they can have healthier homes and lower their health risks by making changes and by the 

choices they make. 

-There appears to be increased confidence in product labels. 

- People are concerned that environmental health problems are on the rise. 

- Others reported feeling worry and guilt about whether they are making the right choices to protect their 

children, given the complexity of all of the information. 

- It was noted that there is an option for collective activity, like going to industry and asking about certain 

chemicals or requesting healthier products. Another idea was going to MPs to talk about the need for 

increased labeling/licensing, etc. It was recognized that people are more powerful as a group. 

 

I have noted through my three decades of teaching on environment and health that people expect 

government to regulate and decide if a product is healthy and safe. In my view, it is very important that 

the public become educated about chemical exposures and about how to best avoid them, but it is not 

prudent for government and industry to devolve responsibility onto individuals to understand this vast 

and complex subject involving thousands of chemicals, not to mention combinations of such. 

It begs the question, is the government the risk manager or is it the individual? 

 

One SAC member noted that the CMP is about managing risk, not in getting industry to make less toxic 

products. I consider this to be an area that requires serious attention going forward, as both government 

and industry should also be drivers for this change, rather than relying solely on consumer demand for 

safer products. 

 

There was discussion on the Post 2020 CMP Agenda. My views on that are: 

- Canadians and global citizens need products that are healthy to begin with so that people really can 

trust that these products are safe. 



-Leading up to and post 2020 more work needs to be done on understanding and prevention of 

cumulative exposures and their impact on individuals and the environment. 

-Leading up to and post 2020, make sure that MCS it's listed with vulnerable populations. 

- Leading up to and post 2020 remunerate stakeholder participation from the ENGO community, 

including the return of ENGOs to participation in Face to face consultations on specific chemicals. 

-Canada is well pleased and should act as an advocate for green chemistry and safer chemicals but also 

for the reduction of global chemical production in general. 

- There should be increased concern and action on the fact that chemicals are global driver of climate 

change. They DO affect how our primary functions, thus affecting planetary health and all forms of life. 
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