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Welcome Note from NSEN Board
Pjila'si!  Tatawaw! Bienvenue! Welcome!
Come sit awhile. There is room here for everyone. The Board of the Nova Scotia Environmental
Network welcomes you here to Truro, the hub of Nova Scotia. Our hearts are invited to breathe.
Between the last slow drum beat and the next we know silence and sense consciousness. Here
we can seek the wisdom of Elders, dream and enjoy the present moment.  Know we are one in
our cause for the health of the place from which many sprouted and to which others drifted and
planted their seeds. We are here to think and grow but we are also here to know silence and
replenish.  Let the hugs flow and, sense what Chief Dan George said, "The beauty of the trees,
/the softness of the air,/the fragrance of the grass,/speaks to me.// The summit of the mountain,/
the thunder of the sky,/ the rhythm of the sea,/speaks to me.//The faintness of the stars,/the
freshness of the morning,/the dew drop on the flower,/speaks to me.//The strength of fire,/the
taste of salmon,/the trail of the sun,/And the life that never goes away,.They speak to me./And
my heart soars."
-

Joanne Light (member of the Board of NSEN)
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Orientation To Event
Thursday Sept. 21st (film screening)- NSCC Truro Campus - Lecture Theatre 36 Arthur St,
Truro, NS B2N 1X5
Friday Sept. 22nd- Glengarry Inn - 150 Willow St., Truro, NS B2N 4Z6
Saturday Sept. 23rd- Douglas St. Recreation Centre- 36 Douglas St, Truro, NS B2N 2E7
We are delighted to welcome you to Nova Scotia Environmental Network (NSEN) 2-day
gathering “Eco Connects NS” on September 22 & 23 in Truro. Since the inaugural gathering in
1991, new and complex challenges such as climate change have increased our need to work
together towards positive change. This is an opportunity for environmental leaders from diverse
sectors across the province to come together, celebrate what's been done, and identify the
shared priorities for our future conservation efforts.
At Eco Connects NS, we aim to build capacity for environmental conservation across Nova
Scotia. We invite you as leaders from non-profit organizations, First Nations organizations,
provincial/ municipal/ federal government, researchers, youth, and the general public to join the
conversations and festivities.

Our shared principles for organising and throughout the two days:

Respectful, Inclusive, Sustainable
Please share your thoughts and ideas throughout the
event on Twitter and Facebook with #EcoConnectsNS

Questions to Reflect on Together and Share:
● How can people work together on issues?
●  What r ole does each group/individual play?
●  How do we empower one another to take leadership?
●  What actions will people take going forward?
●  How do t hese conversations lead to the legacy and growth of NSEN ?
●  How can w
 e support new projects, ideas and partnerships to emerge?
●  How do these conversations relate to reconciliation efforts?
●  What can w
 e authentically capture and document the two day journey?
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Schedule at a Glance

Thursday September 21st (NSCC Truro Campus Lecture Theatre)

Start Time
Thursday Night
7:00-10:00PM*

Film screening: Rudy Haase and 100 Short Stories with Neal Livingston.
Welcome to meet us for a 5pm dinner at Nook and Cranny with Neal.

Friday September 22nd (Glengarry Inn- Salon D)
*Look for the star where you can enjoy networking

Start Time
9:00AM*
9:30AM
10:00AM
10:20AM*
10:30AM

12:00PM*
1:00PM*
1:55PM*
2:00PM

3:00PM*
3:30PM
4:00PM*
6:00PM*
7:30PM-9:00PM*

Arrival and smudging ceremony outdoors
Introduction, Opening Mi’Kmaw Prayer, Welcoming from Mayor of Truro,
NSEN history, Co-organiser welcome, Facilitator Overview of the Day
Keynote: Silver Donald Cameron on Green Rights
10 minute break
Two-eyed seeing Climate Change Adaptation & Action Round Table
Guest speakers: Elder Albert Marshall-Unama’ki Institute of Nature
Resources; Ken Paul-Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nation Chiefs
Secretariat;  Amber MacLean-Hawes-Mi’kmaw Conservation Group,
Tammy Feltmate- Antigonish County, Stephen Thomas-Ecology Action
Centre
LUNCH
Powered by Pecha Kucha: Environmental Leadership in Nova Scotia
(networking welcomed in hallways or outside)
5 minute break
Working Together On Water-Coasts-Forests-Energy/Climate
Opening updates from province: Forests- Peter Neily (DNR), WaterElizabeth Kennedy (NSE), Energy TBA, and Coasts- Tanya Koropatnick
(DFO).
Facilitated discussion: What are our roles & how can we work
together?
Coffee and tea served (take breaks when you need it)
Harvest of Actions and Closing
(optional) Water Caucus, and Environmental and Sustainability Education
Caucus meetings. Launching Food Security Caucus with Michel Palmer
Film screening- Defenders of the Dawn with Silver Donald Cameron
“Equinox Dance and Drum” with “River That Works” dance and Eastern
Eagle drummers and Green Awards at Victoria Park Bandshell (rain
location: Douglas Street Recreation Centre)
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Saturday September 23rd (Douglas Street Recreation
Centre)
*Look for the star where you can enjoy networking
Start Time
8:30AM*
9:00AM

10:25AM*
10:35AM

12:00PM*
1:00PM2:50PM*
(50 min.
each with
10 min.
break- take
breaks
when you
need to)

2:50PM*
3:00PM
3:50PM
(4:00PM)

Arrival (coffee/tea and snacks)
Sharing Circle
(Facilitated Alanna Syliboy)
Sharing updates from organisations and reflections/intentions.
10 minute break
Growing Sustainable Funding Panel
(Guest speakers: Raissa Marks-New Brunswick Environmental Network, Mark
Austin-Coastal Communities Network, Sheila Cole-NSEN, Stan Johnson- Bras
D’or Lakes Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative, Anna
McCarron-Shubenacadie Watershed Environmental Protection Society, Walter
Regan- Sackville River Association )
LUNCH
Working
Communications Compassion
Data Management
with Nature and Outreach
Training
Emma
to Plan for
Workshop
Workshop
Wattie-Community
Climate
Jeana
David Wimberly,
Based Environmental
Change
MacLeod-EAC
Transition Bay SM Monitoring Network
Adam
Cheeseman, Peace and
Partnerships
Leadership and
Nature NB
Friendship
Workshop
Letter Writing 101
Alliance
WendyWorkshop
Dorene
Community Sector Joanne Light-NSEN
Bernard-PFA and Council
Sadie- EAC
10 minute break
Harvest and Direction for NSEN
Closing comments and prayer with Donald Julien, CMM
End
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Detailed Schedule
Speaker Bios in Appendix

Thursday September 21st 6:30pm-10:00pm: Film Screening
Nova Scotia Community College, Truro Campus - Lecture Theatre
Film screening: Rudy Haase and 100 Short Stories by Neal Livingston
Join us to screen two environmental films created in Nova Scotia by Neal Livingston. Neal will
be in attendance to introduce the films and to answer questions following the viewings. T
 hank
you to NSCC Truro campus for providing space for the film viewing.
Rudy Haase (2007): A biography about Canada’s great unknown environmental and social
activist, Rudy Haase. Now 85 years old, Rudy was born in the USA and lives in Nova Scotia
with his wife Mickey. His life’s work has involved preserving wilderness in Canada, the USA,
Costa Rica, and New Zealand. In Nova Scotia Rudy Haase has been active for more than four
decades on many environmental issues from fighting against the clear cutting and pesticide
spraying of roest and opposing uranium mining. The film is also a primer on environmentalism,
from Richard St. Barbe Bake to Helen and Scott Nearing, all illustrated by many well-known
Nova Scotia environmental battles.
100 Short Stories (2016): 100 Short Stories is the latest documentary from acclaimed Nova
Scotian filmmaker Neal livingston, and his first feature-length film. With his filmmakers typical
irreverence, Livingston interweaves tales of predatory capitalism, eco-activism, and
contemporary life in Atlantic Canada, engaging in an offbeat and often humorous exploration of
energy policy, governance, and region culture, in an diaristic collage of entrepreneurship and
environmentalism. The film presents a first-person account of a years long struggle to develop
Black River Wind, a renewable energy project, and overcoming an attempted hostile takeover.
Meanwhile, the local citizens of Inverness Country band together to defeat oil and gas drilling
and Fracking coming onto Cape Breton Island.
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Day 1 Eco Connects NS - Friday September 22nd
Glengary Inn, Truro, NS
(8:30am Speakers arrive for setup)
9:00am  Arrival to Glengary Inn- Salon D
Registration (Coffee/Tea Networking, Set-up)
9:30am Welcome - Introduction; Opening Prayer with Donald Julien, Confederacy of Mainland
Mi’kmaq; Welcome from the Mayor of Truro; Brief History of Nova Scotia Environmental
Network; Welcome for the Co-organisers; Facilitator’s Overview of Day.
10:00am Green Rights Keynote: Silver Donald Cameron
Silver Donald Cameron is currently the host and executive producer of the ambitious
environmental web site: TheGreenInterview.com, and the writer and narrator of its
recently-released feature documentary, Green Rights: The Human Right to a Healthy World. He
has written numerous plays, films, magazine articles, radio and TV scripts and 18 books. He has
also been a columnist with the Globe and Mail and the Halifax Sunday Herald. His classic 1998
book on shorelines, The Living Beach (1998), was re-issued in 2014. His most recent book is
Warrior Lawyers: From Manila to Manhattan, Attorneys for the Earth, a companion volume to
the Green Rights documentary. Dr. Cameron  has also been a professor or writer-in-residence
at seven universities and Dean of Community Studies at Cape Breton University. He holds two
honorary doctorates as well as a Ph.D., and in 2012 he was appointed to both the Order of
Canada and the Order of Nova Scotia.
10:30am -  Two-eyed Seeing - Climate Change Adaptation & Action Round Table
Keynote speaker Elder Albert Marshall will explain the concept of Two Eyed Seeing. Indigenous
and non-indigenous speakers will share their diverse perspectives on our roles as individuals,
organisations, and communities with climate change adaptation and action and what is needed
now and in the future. The round table will be extended to the audience to participate in sharing
of perspectives.
Other Panelists will include:
Ken Paul, Director of Fisheries,  Atlantic Policy Council First Nations Chiefs Secretariat
Amber Maclean-Hawes, Climate Action Emergency Management officer, Mi’kmaw Conservation
Group
Tammy Feltmate, Director of Sustainable Communities, Municipality of the County of Antigonish
Stephen Thomas, Energy Campaign Coordinator,  Ecology Action Centre
12:00pm LUNCH Served as a buffet from the Hallway
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1:00pm Powered By Pecha Kucha: Environmental Leadership in Nova Scotia
Powered by Pecha Kucha is a unique presentation format where you show 20 images, each for
20 seconds. They are challenging, creative approaches to Eco Connects NS leadership.
Participants will share inspiring provincial work they have influenced and how they have created
and continue to effect change. Learning and connecting over shared models, tips and lessons!
Community based, academic and independent Nova Scotia champions will leave you wanting
more!
2:00pm Working Together On Water-Coasts-Forests-Energy/Climate
What are priority areas for environmental conservation action? What work is happening already
with environmental conservation, protection, and management in these areas and how can we
work on actions together and individually? In this session we have brief updates from provincial
and federal representatives on their work related to energy & climate, water, forest and coasts.
This will be followed by breakout group discussions on finding where there is overlap or
opportunities to coordinate or make new initiatives.
Speakers will include:
Energy - Regrets: Keith Collins, Executive Director of Sustainable and Renewable Energy at the
Nova Scotia
Water- Elizabeth Kennedy, Director of Industrial Management, Water and Wastewater at Nova
Scotia Environment
Forests- Peter Neily, Senior Forester in Department Natural Resources
Coasts- Tanya Koropatnick Ocean Biologist with the Federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans
3:30pm Harvest and Closing
We will summarize what we learned today from each table discussion. We will reflect on what
actions we want to commit to after the gathering. Creative postcard writing and feedback forms.
4:00pm Water, Environmental & Sustainability Education, and Food Security (launching)
Caucus meetings
Opportunity to gather as caucuses and network with others while discussing the day and
possible ways of moving forward as caucuses. Pie will be served, teleconference line available.
Evening
6:00pm Film Screening & Discussion- Defenders of the Dawn with Silver Donald Cameron
-Salon D, Glengarry Inn
Air, water, food – these are the sources of life. Without them, we die. And in most nations –
more than 180 nations, in fact – citizens are legally entitled to these essential elements of life.
But not in Canada or the United States. This film tells great human stories from all over the
world – stories of passion and courage and love, stories of parents and grandparents battling on
behalf of generations not yet born. See the one hour film and stay to discuss with SIlver Donald
Cameron following the screening.
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7:30pm-9:30pm  Equinox Dance and Drum with “River That Works” dance and Eastern
Eagle drummers and Green Awards at Victoria Park Bandshell (rain location: Douglas
Street Recreation Centre).

Day 2 Eco Connects NS -  Douglas Street Recreation
Centre
8:30am- Arrival (with coffee, tea, and snacks)
9:00am - Sharing Circle
Alanna Syliboy with Mi’kmaw Conservation Group will facilitate a sharing circle that invites
people to share organisation updates and reflections/intentions.
10:30am Growing Sustainable Funding Panel
Environmental NGOs in NS are in need sustainable sources of funding more than ever to
support their work in environmental conservation. We will learn from different models and ideas
from New Brunswick to Nova Scotia that could be applied here to help leverage capacity for
Environmental Networks and their members including all groups doing great work to protect our
land, water, and air.
Keynote speaker, Raissa Marks is the Executive Director of the New Brunswick Environmental
Network, a non-profit communications network that links together over 100 non-profit
environmental groups across the province. The role of the New Brunswick Environmental
Network is to improve communication and cooperation among environmental groups and
between these groups, government and other sectors.
Raissa is a skilled facilitator, having designed and facilitated dozens of workshops for a wide
variety of participants on many different topics.
Panelists include:
Raissa Marks, Executive Director, New Brunswick Environmental Network
Mark Austin- Community Sector Council & Local blueberry farmer
Sheila Cole- Nova Scotia Environmental Network Board member and Environmental Goals
Sustainability Policy Act round table
Anna McCarron, Secretary of Shubenacadie Watershed Environmental Protection Society
Walter Regan, President, Sackville River Association
Stan Johnson- Coordinator, Bras d’Or Lakes Collaborative Environmental Planning Initiative

12:00pm LUNCH
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1:00pm-3:00pm Concurrent workshops - Workshops led by environmental leaders will
provide opportunities for participants to dive into a topic that they have less experience with and
learn about new ways to tap into greater capacity for their environmental conservation efforts.
Working with nature to plan for climate change - Adam Cheeseman, Nature New
Brunswick
Natural areas provide key services (e.g. flood risk reduction, carbon storage) that can play an
important role in helping buffer our communities from the impacts of climate change. This
workshop will explore this theme through various case studies, including a description of an
ongoing project that aims to integrate nature's services into land-use planning in the Maritimes.
After a short presentation, participants will be provided with opportunities to share ideas and
discuss how nature's services can help advance climate change adaptation in the Nova Scotia
context.
Communications & Outreach - Jeana McLeod, Ecology Action Centre
Who is your audience? What stories are you telling? What are the key messages you are trying
to convey? Are there others with a connection to your audience who can strengthen your
message? In this interactive workshop we will explore these questions and more to find ways to
amplify our reach by working together.
Peace and Friendship Alliance - Dorene Bernard of PFA & Sadie Beaton Ecology Action
Centre
The Peace and Friendship Alliance NS are Mi'kmaq and Allies working together to promote a
healthy environment, protect the water, air and lands and our resources for the benefit of all our
relations (Msit Nokoma), now and for our future generations through awareness and
understanding, education, collaboration and support.  Come and join us in the spirit of
reconciliation and see what we can do to protect our environment.
Partnerships- Wendy Johnston, Community Sector Council of Nova Scotia
Participants will share their own experiences in cooperation and collaboration, drawing some
general conclusions about best practices. This will be followed by a information sharing about
different kinds of collaborations. In sum, participants will leave with an overview of the process
of building collaborations, as well as links to reading material to deepen their understanding
post-workshop.
Data Management - Emma Wattie Community-Based Environmental Monitoring Network
Emma Wattie is the Coordinator of the CBEMN which led the recently completed CURA H2 O
research project. The CBEMN has been supporting stewardship organizations for over a
decade by facilitating networking opportunities; increase and coordinate community capacity for
environmental monitoring by providing data management and equipment resources, information
and training. Emma will share about the CBEMN’s newest endeavors in Data Management and
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share tips and tricks for organizations on how to improve environmental data management
within your organization.
Leadership and Letter Writing 101 - Joanne Light NSEN board member
The letter writing workshop will include how to put your feelings into words to produce an
effective letter your political representatives and other community leaders will read and heed, as
well as tips for getting letters and opinion editorials published.
Compassion Workshop Presented by David Wimberly of Transition Bay St. Margarets
The fundamental problem with society is lack of enough compassion. Compassion is a process
that you learn and perfect together. As community we will learn this important tool for personal
growth and societal well- being. The format of this workshop will be interactive skill-training.
3:00pm Harvest & Direction of NSEN: All are welcome to reflect on learning from past two
days and help define best role for NSEN in supporting environmental conservation efforts
across Nova Scotia. Developing a strategy for moving identified action areas forward and
figuring out best next steps for the Network.
3:50pm Closing remarks and prayer with Donald Julien, Confederacy of Mainland
Mi’Kmaq
4:00pm Done and thanks for joining us!
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Thank You To Our Supporters and Funders for Eco Connects NS



We are grateful for the generous support of:
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And a big thanks to our organising committee member
organisations:
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NSEN 2017 Gathering Feedback Survey
We appreciate any feedback you can provide to help us continuously improve our gatherings!
Please know that completing this questionnaire is optional and anonymous. Thank you!
1.
 Overall, how would you rate Eco Connects NS?
              a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:

2.
Which portions of the event  did you attend? (please check-mark each)
Thursday
Film screening: Rudy Haase and 100 Short Stories with Neal Livingston
Friday
Keynote: Silver Donald Cameron Two-eyed seeing climate
on Green Rights
change adaptation &
action round table
Powered by Pecha Kucha:
Environmental Leadership in
Nova Scotia

Water-Coasts-Forests-Energy/Clim
ate Table Facilitated discussion:
What are our roles & how can we
work together?

Caucus Meetings

Saturday
Sharing Circle
Working with Nature
to Plan for Climate
Change Adam
Cheeseman, Nature
NB

Growing Sustainable Funding Panel
Leadership and Letter
Writing 101
Workshops
Joanne Light-NSEN

Peace and Friendship
Alliance
Dorene Bernard-PFA
and Sadie- EAC

Partnerships
Workshop
Wendy- Community
Sector Council

Communications and
Outreach Workshop

Jeana MacLeod-EAC

Atlantic DataStream
Emma
Wattie-Community
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Based Environmental
Monitoring Network
Harvest and Direction of NSEN
Additional comments:
3.
The quality of the Friday Green Rights keynote/ round table/ Pecha Kucha/ government
updates (circle which apply) were:
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
4.
The quality of the Saturday panel/ NSEN direction session (circle which apply) were:
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
5.
How would you rate the Saturday workshop(s) you attended overall?
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
6.
How would you rate the venue and location?
Thursday – NSCC Truro Campus
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Friday – Glengary Inn
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Saturday – Douglas Street Community Centre
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
7.
The food and beverages served at the conference were:
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
8.
The conference duration (2 days) was:
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
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Additional comments:
9.
The conference timing, September 22nd & 23rd , was:
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
10.
To what extent did Eco Connects NS meet your expectations?
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
11.
How likely are you to attend another NSEN gathering or conference?
    a)   Excellent  b) Good  c) Average d) Poor
Additional comments:
12.
Is there anything else you would like to share about the conference or suggestions for
future NSEN workshops/conferences?
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Appendices: Biographies
Friday September 22nd 2017

Two-eyed Seeing - Climate Change Adaptation & Action Round Table
Elder Albert Marshall
Albert Marshall, Elder, LLD is from the Moose Clan of the Mi'kmaw Nation. He and his wife,
Murdena Marshall, live in Eskasoni First Nation in Unama'ki-Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. Albert
and Murdena have long been passionate advocates for the preservation, promotion, and
revitalization of Mi'kmaw Traditional Knowledge, including language, spirituality, stories,
practices, and ways of knowing.
In 2009, Albert and Murdena were awarded Honorary Doctorates in recognition of their devotion
and commitment to this work. Their energy, wisdom, and knowledge helped create the
innovative Integrative Science academic program at Cape Breton University in the 1990s.
Together, Albert and Murdena have developed KECCA (Knowledge Education & Culture
Consultant Associates) to better enable their work and to encourage a strong future for the
Mi’kmaw Nation and its peoples. Albert is a passionate advocate of cross-cultural
understandings and healing and of our human responsibilities to care for all creatures and our
Earth Mother. He a fluent speaker of Mi'kmaw and the “designated voice” for the Mi’kmaw
Elders of Unama’ki with respect to environmental issues. Albert sits on various committees and
boards that guide initiatives in natural resource management, Aboriginal health research and
education, or that serve First Nations’ governance issues or that otherwise work towards ethical
environmental, social and economic practices.
Elder Albert Marshall coined the phrase Two-Eyed Seeing / Etuaptmumk as a guiding principle
for collaborative work which encourages learning to see from one eye with the strengths of
Indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing, and from the other eye with the strengths of
Western knowledges and ways of knowing ... and learning to use both these eyes together, for
the benefit of all.
Other Panelists:
Ken Paul Atlantic, Director of Fisheries, Policy Council First Nations Chiefs Secretariat
Amber MacLean-Hawes, Climate Action Emergency Management officer, Mi’kmaw
Conservation Group
Amber MacLean-Hawes has been the Climate Action Emergency Management Officer with the
Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq/Mi’kmaw Conservation Group since June 2017. Prior to this
position she worked with MCG as a summer student for 3 years. Amber attended Dalhousie
University where she completed a BSc Chemistry (2014) and a BSc Health Promotion Honours
(2017). In the past Amber has worked at Dalhousie University’s Faculty of Agriculture as a
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research assistant in entomology/organic, and environmental greenhouse gases labs. Her
combined experiences helped create a better understanding for the importance of
environmental health and how it affects community health and wellness.
Tammy Feltmate, Director of Sustainable Communities, Municipality of the County of
Antigonish
Tammy Feltmate is the Director of Sustainable Communities for the Municipality of the County
of Antigonish. Working with community organizations, groups, all levels of government, and
passionate individuals is vital for true sustainability to be possible.
Stephen Thomas, Energy Campaign Coordinator,  Ecology Action Centre
Stephen Thomas has been the Energy Campaign Coordinator with the Ecology Action Centre
since July 2016. Stephen supports the work of the Energy Action Team and leads its
campaigns, policy and advocacy work on energy and climate change issues. Stephen has a
keen focus on a justice-based transition to a fossil-free economy in Nova Scotia and supporting
community-based solutions to the climate crisis.
Before joining EAC, Stephen worked for five years in energy efficiency and community
renewable energy development as an engineer and project coordinator. He attended the
COP21 climate negotiations in Paris as part of the C
 anadian Youth Delegation, and was a
founding member of the fossil fuel divestment campaign at Dalhousie University and
community organizations such as If You Build It.
Working Together On Forests/ Water/ Coasts/ Energy & Climate
Energy - Keith Collins (sends his regrets)
Keith Collins is Executive Director of Sustainable and Renewable Energy at the Nova Scotia
Department of Energy. His Branch leads the Department’s work on electricity policy, renewable
energy and energy efficiency.
Mr. Collins was raised on an Apple farm in the Annapolis Valley; then studied at Queen’s
University as well as Oxford. He has worked in clean energy and climate change throughout
Canada and the UK including: leading the development of Manitoba’s Clean Energy Strategy;
as an Associate at the think tank Demos in the UK and an Advisor to the Deputy Mayor of
London; as an ED in Ontario’s Ministry of Economic Development and Trade; an Economist in
Ontario’s Treasury; and a founding member of Ontario’s Green Industry Office.
Most recently, Keith was a member of the team that designed and negotiated Nova Scotia’s
new agreement with the federal government on climate change.
Water - Elizabeth Kennedy
Elizabeth Kennedy currently serves as Director of Industrial Management, Water and
Wastewater at Nova Scotia Environment. Elizabeth has been with the department since 2015
and has been focused on driving an outcome based approach to management of industrial,
17

water and wastewater activities, including aligning departmental requirements and strategies
with risk. Elizabeth is a hydrogeologist by profession and practiced as a consultant for over
thirteen years prior to joining Nova Scotia Environment.
Forests- Peter Neily, Senior Forester in Department Natural Resources
Paul Neily graduated from the University of New Brunswick in 1977 with a Bachelor of Science
in Forestry. Originally from Spa Springs, Annapolis County Peter started upon graduation with
the Department of Lands and Forest in Truro, Forest Research Section. For the first half, his
work was mainly focused on researching better growing practices in forest nurseries, increasing
forest growth and yield, and prescribing appropriate silviculture based on site and soil
conditions. For the last 20 years, he has been project leader for the Ecosystem Management
Group of the Forestry Division. Which developed the Ecological Land Classification (ELC) and
Forest Ecosystem Classification (FEC) for Nova Scotia. This work has also included old growth
forest research, coarse woody debris assessment, natural disturbance regimes, site
productivity, ecological landscape analysis and ecosystem-based forest management
guidelines.
Coasts- Tanya Koropatnick Ocean Biologist with the Federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans
Tanya Koropatnick left her old life as a research scientist to join Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s
(DFO’s) Oceans and Coastal Management Division at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography in
2009. She has devoted much of her 8 years as an Oceans Biologist with DFO working to plan,
establish, and effectively manage coastal and offshore Marine Protected Areas in the Bay of
Fundy and the waters off the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia.
Film Screening - Defenders of the Dawn with Silver Donald Cameron
Silver Donald Cameron is currently the host and executive producer of the ambitious
environmental web site TheGreenInterview.com, and the writer and narrator of its
recently-released feature documentary, Green Rights: The Human Right to a Healthy World. He
has written numerous plays, films, magazine articles, radio and TV scripts and 18 books. He has
also been a columnist with the Globe and Mail and the Halifax Sunday Herald. His classic 1998
book on shorelines, The Living Beach (1998), was re-issued in 2014. His most recent book is
Warrior Lawyers: From Manila to Manhattan, Attorneys for the Earth, a companion volume to
the Green Rights documentary. Dr. Cameron  has also been a professor or writer-in-residence
at seven universities and Dean of Community Studies at Cape Breton University. He holds two
honorary doctorates as well as a Ph.D., and in 2012 he was appointed to both the Order of
Canada and the Order of Nova Scotia
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Pecha Kucha Presenters:
Alan Warner is a professor in Community Development and Environmental and Sustainability
Studies at Acadia University. He has been designing, leading and evaluating environmental
education programs in Nova Scotia for over 30 years. He received the 2017 Canadian award for
excellence in post-secondary environmental education.
Lindsey Freeman is the Program Manager with the Clean Annapolis River Project. Having
studied Environmental Sciences at the University of Guelph, she moved to Nova Scotia over six
years ago to work with CARP on projects ranging from fish habitat restoration to species at risk
monitoring and agricultural stewardship.
David Wimberly is co-founder and Event and Outreach Coordinator of Transition Bay St
Margarets (transitionbay.ca), helping develop economic, energy, food, and ecological resilience
on a community level. David has been active for decades in waste/resource issues.
Emma Wattie is a proud Maritimer, having grown up in Perth-Andover, New Brunswick and
studied at ST FX university. After a brief stint outside the Maritimes, studying at McGill
University and then living in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Emma returned to Atlantic Canada to
work at the Community-Based Environmental Monitoring Network on the nationally recognized
CURA H2O research project.  Now as the Coordinator of the CBEMN, Emma continues to work
with her passion of Water Resources.  Emma is an avid baker, home cook and knitter.
Tristan Simon is an Administrative Assistant at the Collaborative Environmental Planning
Initiative (CEPI). An avid hiker and naturalist that spends most of his time along the trails and
hills of Cape Breton. Started working with CEPI in June, 2017 and has become involved with
numerous projects stemming from CEPI and it's partners.
Morgan Book is a Halifax local working as the Senior Program Manager of Internships at Clean
Foundation. She has a background in environmental science and climate change, sits on
various boards throughout NS, finds balance in nature and has a passion for running and
exploring the local food scene.
Dorene Bernard & Sadie Beaton - Peace and Friendship Alliance NS
Dorene Bernard, Mi’kmaq Grassroots Grandmother, Water Protector, and volunteer organizer of
the Peace and Friendship Alliance NS and organising committee member.
Sadie Beaton grew up in Guysborough County and has been researching environmental justice
at Ecology Action Centre with the Community Conservation Research Network for the past two
years. She is a member of the Peace and Friendship Alliance NS
Michel Palmer is a Spiritual human being, Caretaker of Mother Earth, Friend of First Nations.
Here to make the world a better place.  Biodynamic Gardener, Passive Solar Builder, Creator
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and Communicator, Investigator, Contact Improv Dancer. Searching for healthy sustainable
WAY to live with our planet. Presently in love and managing with my partner Claudia “Wake Up
Nova Scotia” on Facebook. We live at the oAsis/ l’oAsis in the Annapolis Valley.
Alanna Syliboy everyday goes to work and thinks of her children, their needs, their future, our
culture, what we need to continue our practices, traditions and do what keeps our heritage alive.
With the work we do at The Mi'kmaw Conservation Group's work is for the lands, waters and all
the life that inhabitants it and uses it to live, this is the motivation that keeps focused and gives
her heart and soul in her role here at MCG.
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Saturday September 23rd 2017
Growing Sustainable Funding Panel
Moderator: Geoff McCain - Chair of NSEN
Raissa Marks, Executive Director, New Brunswick Environmental Network
Raissa Marks is the Executive Director of the New Brunswick Environmental Network, a
non-profit communications network that links together over 100 non-profit environmental groups
across the province. The role of the New Brunswick Environmental Network is to improve
communication and cooperation among environmental groups and between these groups,
government and other sectors. Raissa grew up in rural Albert County, New Brunswick. After
high school, she was away from the province for about 10 years, living, learning, and working in
Montreal, Toronto, and Virginia.  Raissa now lives in Riverview with her husband, Chris, and
their two daughters. Raissa is a skilled facilitator, having designed and facilitated dozens of
workshops for a wide
variety of participants on many different topics.
Panelists include:
Mark Austin- Community Sector Council & Local blueberry farmer (Sends regrets)
Mark Austin lives near Old Barns, Nova Scotia where he is enjoying temporary retirement
without a plan. He is the voluntary executive director of the Rural and Coastal Communities
Network and a wild blueberry farmer. He is the former Director of Research and
Communications with the Nova Scotia Commission on Building Our New Economy (The Ivany
Commission). Along with fields of blueberries, Mark has worked in the fields of film production,
university teaching, and community development. He co-authored the Town of Truro’s
Community Plan which earned the Canadian Institute of Planner’s 2009 National Award of
Excellence for Rural and Small Town Planning. Mark developed the volunteer matching site
called
goodNS.ca. He has a master’s degree in the International Law of Human Rights. Mark has been
involved in more than 30 community, national, and international organizations, including on the
boards of USC Canada, The Rural Communities Foundation, and the Community Sector
Council of Nova Scotia. Among his passions are world music, nature, and cheese. His skills
include the ability to write in the third person to make it sound as if his bio-blurbs were written by
someone else.
Sheila Cole- Senior Policy Advisor
Sheila Cole, longtime member of NSEN, has served the Network as Senior Policy Advisor for
two of the last three decades. She is an Environment and Health Expert and a leading voice
provincially, nationally, and internationally on Health-related policy issues. She has been very
active on Network Caucuses concerning Wilderness and Forests, Air Quality, Energy, Toxics
and Mining. Cole has defended the value of the NSEN and the Canadian Environmental
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Network to the highest levels of government, both provincially and federally. She carries a vast
reservoir of knowledge and institutional memory related to both Networks and has brought
funding to the Nova Scotia Environmental Network during the very challenging conditions of
recent years.
Anna McCarron, Secretary of Shubenacadie Watershed Environmental Protection Society
Anna McCarron has been a dedicated advocate for environmental protection in various
capacities over the past 25 years, first as a volunteer recycler in the late 1980s - early 1990s for
the "Riverlake Rs", one of a few the pioneer recycling groups in Halifax County, Dartmouth and
the City of Halifax - to advise the Metropolitan Authority about how a municipal recycling
program should be run. Also in the early 1990s, Anna was a founding member of the
Shubenacadie Watershed Environmental Protection Society (SWEPS). Her volunteer work led
to paid work with the Clean Nova Scotia Foundation as the Waste Reduction Week Coordinator
for 2-3 years. About this time, Anna became the Forests Caucus Chair for the NSEN and later
the Water Caucus co-chair with Amy Weston and the late Mil Nickerson.  Anna continued her
environmental education career as a contractor for various agencies including NSE as the Nova
Scotia Youth Conservation Corps coordinator, and for the Canadian Wildlife Service as the
Nova Scotia Piping Plover Guardian Program Coordinator, during which time she was the
founding chair of the Coastal Coalition of NS. To compliment her environmental advocacy and
education work, Anna earned a Masters of Urban and Rural Planning degree to work toward
policy changes that protect the environment. During a second contract with Clean Nova Scotia
from 2008 - 2010 as the Water Programs Coordinator, she facilitated the Dartmouth Area
Watersheds Network to help develop a water governance model that advocates for funding
using, among other models, the Resource Recovery Fund Program (now the DiVert NS) model.
In 2011, Anna landed her current position as the Source Water Planner at Halifax Water.
Walter Regan, President, Sackville River Association
Walter is 64 years old, has 5 children and 9 grandchildren; raised in Queensland, moved to
Sackville in 1983, (34 years). Retired from DND in 2009 after 35 years.
Walter first became a volunteer with the Sackville Rivers Association in Sep. 1988, later
Executive Director in 1995, and has served as President since 2000. With the SRA Volunteers
help he cleans up the Sackville River Watershed to bring back the Atlantic Salmon to the
Sackville River. In addition to his many volunteers hours with the SRA, it is a long list of groups,
committees and organizations that he belongs to and helps with both locally and provincially.

 Stan Johnson- Coordinator, Bras d’Or Lakes Collaborative Environmental Planning
Initiative
Stan Johnson Jr. worked as an economic development officer before returning to study to earn
a diploma in Energy Sustainability Engineering Technology in 2010. He worked for the
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Verschuren Centre for Sustainability in the Energy and the Environment at CBY and is currently
the CEPI Coordinator for the UINR.

Workshop Presenters:
Adam Cheeseman works for Nature NB on various climate change projects. Primarily, Adam
helps to manage the Maritime Natural Infrastructure Collaborative, a collective group of diverse
organizations working to better integrate nature's services into land-use decisions and educate
audiences about the critical role nature can play in helping communities adapt to human-caused
climate change.
Wendy Johnston Community Sector Council
Joanne Light is a freelance writer on environmental and other social justice and cultural issues.
She is group leader of Citizens' Climate Lobby Halifax (please "like" on Facebook) and author of
Coastal Nova Scotia Outdoor Adventure Guide, Hiking Nova Scotia, Nomos: Shaping the Land /
Physis: that Shapes Us, Meeting the North and Suzie, an Orphan Orangutan/ A Very Sad a and
a Little Bit Happy Story.
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